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A 66 year old woman with two years of unrelenting pain following multiple foot surgeries desired a first toe amputation.  Sue was persuaded to attempt salvage utilizing a hinged silicone prosthesis with titanium grommets.

In March 1999, a total joint replacement was performed utilizing a Swanson silicone hinged prosthesis with titanium grommets (manufactured by Wright Medical Technology) on her right first metatarsal phalangeal joint.  Two months post-operatively, in April 1999, the patient reported that she is pain free for the first time in 2-1/2 years.   In July of 1999, more than 2-1/2 years following her initial foot surgery and four months post revision of the non-union failed arthrodesis, the patient stated that she is extremely happy with the result.  There is 30 degrees of motion in the first metatarsal phalangeal joint of her right foot and the patient has resumed much of her normal life activities.

Total joint replacement utilizing a hinged silicone prosthesis with titanium grommets may be an alternative to the multiple-operated first metatarso-phalangeal joint prior to considering amputation or additional procedures that have an unpredictable prognosis.

Since this case, we have performed another silicone hinged prosthesis surgery on a two-time arthrodesis failure.  Certainly both of these cases have an extremely short follow-up but the immediate relief of pain and ability to return to activities of daily living was most impressive to the surgeon and gratifying to the patients.

